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Stay safe this spring fishing season
As temperatures warm up this spring, many Iowans are wondering if they can still fish in
light of the COVID-19 health emergency. The answer is yes, but be careful and
responsible.
Iowa's ponds, rivers and streams are open for fishing, and all regulations and
license options are unchanged. However, it's important to abide by the physical
distancing protocols recommended by the state to help stop the spread of COVID-19,
along with other protocols.
Keep your family safe when fishing this spring with these tips:
Try a new fishing spot — if your regular fishing location is popular and busy, try out
a new one where less people are fishing. You can find a list of dozens of easy-to-
get-to stocked lakes and ponds in parks and along trails
at  www.iowadnr.gov/fishlocal.
Once you find your spot, keep at least 6 feet of distance between you and other
groups.
Stick with your immediate family, but keep groups to fewer than 10 people.
Bring lures from home instead of buying bait to minimize your interaction with other
people.
Bring hand sanitizer and wash your hands often.
Buy your fishing license online (if you haven't already)
at GoOutdoorsIowa.com  — download it right away and print at home or store it
on your phone.
Fishing resources to enjoy from home
If you can’t safely go fishing right now:
Bond with your family while practicing social distancing by learning about
fishingat home. 
Organize your tackle box while you stay home. Everything will be ready when
you’re able to go out! 
Teach your kids how to tie a fishing knot.
